MUSIC

A rent point of view™ — a perception abouw
what’s happening in the world woday or what
he calls the "redundancy of stupidite™ Much
like his live show, Holeombe quickly follows
up the phrase by velling out, “Thers ya gol
There's a polished fuckin® syllable for ye .., "™

Takent like his should ke onoa majer label
to Belp ged it out to the masses — and that was
almost the case, A |9 record deal with Gel-
fen Rewords fell apart — his album A Fasdod
Lige wie shelved, but released in 1900 by Hip-
O Reconds — thauph Holeombe doesn® ook
back in anger and prefers o book forward

The same = true for his hattles with
substance abuse, He's sober these days and
focused on the futare instead of being influ-
enced by the pes,

Where his sudic work gets embellished
with ather instruments and session players,
including former Johomy Cash bassist Dhave
Roe, Holcombe™s Live show is what vou seould
hape for — & man and his guitar alone in the
spotlight. His fimger picking sivle scoents the
emodien in his lvrics, his voice peppersd in
raspy hings,

Hodoombe Joses himeell in the music and
words e sings, His eves close (o a squint as
the words and notes emanate from the stage,
He rocks hack o his chair enoegh o make
wou worry he'll fall evver. I the meod sirkes,
he'll sand op and pace around the =age,
bending over 1o sing into o micmophone that
never gets sdjusted 1o proper heaght, os if
waiting for him to sit back down.

“It's kined of mnerveswmcking, but it's
showr up or shut up,”™ Holoombe sys of per-
forming. =1 don't think abhoat it o whole ol
I Towve studin work and making reconds. It's
an opporiunity o share creativity and bet the
somgs inke on another life.™

He's a soryieller in his songs as much as
hetween theme (M course, you never gquite
knew what is truth and what is stranger than
fction | can recall o story he once todd ot the
Muse abount poking o hornet™s nest with o
stick amad wonder if it was true. *People hike
1oy 1]l tales and slories,” he says. “Sometimes
thev get a little heiter over time, whether
they re true or nol. Youw start with the truth
and then people put their coen trap on it | just
iy b bwealk it e Litkle bit. ™

Looking back, it doesn’t matter il he
stirred up the nest or not. [t helped everyone
in the audience conmect 1o him and pay a hit
mre stention to the hrics of his next =song.
It helped them forget their trowbles, mayhe
for just a minute or even the entine show, and
have a laugh and be entenimined. After all,
Haodcombe is just trying 1o be of service, 31
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