Escape to the country

FANS of Americana are un-
likely to hear anything closer
to the real deal this side of the
Atlantic than Malcolm Hol-
combe who returns to the B
Bar on Sunday, to deliver
songs from this eighth full-
length album, To Drink The
Rain.

On hi visit early last y he
captivated the intimate B Bar crowd
with a spell-binding performance of
illtr&%]ibll-irll('n» h had every-
v note and
anecdote in reveren ilen

But it's not only punters
appreciative of this inimitable acous-
tic troubadour who seems to ir
porate each mile travelled,
experience gleaned and
ette smoked into his SONES.

Among many in the business,
Lucinda Williams is a fan. “From the
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first note I was drawn in,” she said,
“Maleolm is an old soul and a modern
¥ poet, he is a rare find.”
iling from North Carolina via
s in Nashville = wl
signed to Geffen in the mid '90
Maleolm appea sort of sonic
and visual cross between Neil Young,
Tom Waits and JJ Cale
“Late night I'd mess around with
the radio dial,” he says by w
explaining here he drew h
inspiration, “and pick up some =i
signal playing Beatles or rock "n’ roll
- something to wiggle your toes to. |
catched pickers on TV, had a little
help from my unele who was a Baptist
preacher, and practised when 1
an't out playing ball.
ly butcher,
ng, howlin’

hack-
and

messing around. My mom would tell

Water with its
me to stop singing through my i

and fab-
¥ Was a par-
last visit,

Doncha Miss ’f.l’mr
drnnu,, IJ 18

Hig unique style has
n:l t offering, _ , some of h
3 autobiographical, some gl

a life time on the road,
“I try to speak my mind from what
TI've experienced personally and what
heard from fi

W

Recorded over just three days
Cedar Creed Recording in Austi

hville, the 12 tracks
uthentic as live recordings that
fect balance between

and a load of injustice.

But his vision of the world and its
ntly optimistic.

2K " he conelude
= all a work in prog
believe all people have good inside
but some get dirty and mas

“And I thank the Lord for
to find a better pathway.”
» show starts at Tpm
are £10, able from wnww. wegot-
tickets.com [event | 100379 or on the
door,

Opening track One Leg At A Time -
about putting your britches on, “woke
up this morning”-style — sets out the
stall of the album with a positive,
blues 'n' boogie feel-good vibe, some
superh finger-picking guitar work ac-
ying that fabulous rugged

Hopefully, colm will find space
in his set to include the highlight
track of previous album For The Mis-
sion Baby. The sublime, understated




